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Lately publiſhed by the Author, 


A Funeral Diſcourſe on the Death of the Ven. and moſt 
Rev. Biſhop Challoner. Price 6d. | 


George III. the Sovereign of the Hearts of his Subjects, 
being a Sermon in five Sheets 4to. with Notes Hiſtorical 
and Explauatory, &c. preached in the Roman Catholic Chapel 
at Wincheſter, Price 1s, 6d. | | 

The Monthly Review, June 1789, Page 564, gives the 
following Character of this Sermon--—** Mr. Milner has, in 
this valuable Diſcourſe, given to the public, as we apprehend, 
a very ſatisfactory vindication of the principles and eonduct 
of the Roman Catholics, as good citizens, and loyal ſubjects. 
In proving this, he found himſelf unavoidably obliged to 
embark on the turbid ſea of controverſy,” as he well expreſſes 
it; which having paſſed, he enters on the more pleaſing ſab. 


ject of the particular motives of attachment, on the part 


of the Britiſh Roman Catholics, 'to their preſent Sovereign. 
In this part of his well-written diſcourſe, he expreſſes himſelf 
in the moſt becoming and animated terms, as a grateful and 
affeGionate ſubject of a good and worthy Prince. In a word 


(for we muſt not enlarge, in this part of our catalogue,) we 


cannot but recommend this uncommon publication to the cane 
did peruſal of Proteſtant readers of every denomination,” 


The Clergyman's Anſwer to the Layman's Letter on the 
Appointment of Biſhops, in which the arguments in favor of 
innovations in that particular are conſidered, eſpecially with 


relation to the ſtate of the Catholic religion in this kingdom. 


Price 6d. 3 f 


The Exclamations of the Soul to God, or Meditations of 
St. Tereſa afier Communion; together with an Introductory 
Letter to a reverend Prioreſs on the Spirit of the preſent Times. 
Price 18. Gd. | | 
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Tas Author of the following diſcourſe, 
having been ſolicited to give it to the Catho- 
lic public, is chiefly induced to comply with 
this requeſt from a conviction that the practi- 
cal leſſons it contains are thoſe only that are 
capable of reſtoring and preſerving to us the 
long loſt bleſſings of order and of its attend- 
ant peace. Without a cordial love of the 
Church, and a due ſubmiſſion to its authoriſed | 
miniſters, our preſent evils muſt be incurable, 
and freſh evils cannot fail to ariſe. Without, 
a a ſenſe of the advantages of ſocial union, and 
a proper ſubordination of the component parts, 
every kingdom, of whatever nature, muſt be 
divided againſt itſelf; and the eternal truth 
has pronounced, that every kingdom divided 
againſt itſelf ſhall be laid waſte. Mat. xii. 25. 
The fentiments that occur below, and which, 
it is hoped, are appoſite to the occaſion on 

| which 
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which they were delivered, will be found 


widely different from thoſe of a late reſpeQ- 


able writer, who, profeſſing the ſame deſire of 


reſtoring peace amongſt Engliſh Catholics *, 


aims at effetting this by repreſenting the ſub- 


Jett of their diviſions in a directly oppoſite 


point of view to that in which it has been 
conſidered by its © lawful judges and arbitra- 
« tors,” as he expreſsly calls them , and who 
confeſſing that our paſtors © moſt certainly 
« moved within the circle of their paſtoral 
charge for the direction and ſafety of their 


« flock },” in their ſynod on the 19th Ofto- 


ber, 1789, endeavours by the moſt glaring 


ſophiſtry & to ſap the foundation of the ſen- 
| rence 


See a View of the Oath, certain inſtrument has hi- 


Oc. by the Rev, Jeſ. Reeves, therto reſted, he ſubſtitutes 


Pref. 
+ Page 11. 
+ Ibid. 
$ To account for ſo harſh 


a term being applied to the 
production of a writer of 


character and abilities, the 
well-meaning reader is re- 


ferred, amongſt other paſ- 


ſages, to pp. 20, 32 and 46, 


in which pulling down as un- 


ſafe the props on which a 


others of his own invention, 


but equally rotten. It has, 


therefore, been too haſtily 
aſſumed, that the Vieav is in 


all reſpects a mere echo of 


what is called the Blue Bool. 
Speaking of our too noto- 
rious diviſions this wells 
meaning writer exelaime, 
« Q ſuffer not ſo much as a 
cc whiſper of our diſagree- 


© ment to ſteal out, leſt our- 


« adverſaries 


f RR 


_— 
RES; 
"x 


L vii 


tence they then pronounced “, and exhibits 
an example of diſobedience to lawful autho- 
rity which is dangerous in proportion as the 
reſt of his condutt is edifying. 


% adverſaries upbraid us.” 
With more reaſon may the 
author be permitted to ex- 
claim, O tell not in Geth, pub- 
liſh not in the fireets of Aſca- 
calon the grounds on which 
fome Catholics in the above- 
mentioned works have been 
found willing to reſt their 
conſciences in a ſolemn ap- 
peal to God and their coun- 


try, leſt the enemies of the 


Church ſhould rejoice. The 
author can with a ſafe con- 
ſcience declare, that this 
conſideration has been the 
chief reſtraint upon his pen 
from entering upon that am- 
ple but delicate matter, 

* 'The author is aware of 
the unſatisfactory plea, that 
the Oath has been altered fince 
it auas the ſubject of the epiſ- 
copal cenſure ; but that cex- 

ſure being general, as the 
writer tells us, on what 
ground can he preſume that 


It 


the ſingle alteration, which 
has ſince been adopted, has 
deprived it of its pernicious 
qualities of being ambiguous, 
derogatiug from Catholic prin- 
ciples, and confounding the ſpi- 
ritual and temporal poxwers to- 
gether, for which it was con- 
demned by its lawful judges, 
as was notified to him by his 
own hiſhops public letters 
of November 2, and De- 
cember 24, 1789 ? From the 
latter of theſe he learns, 
that not one, but ſeveral 
parts of the ſaid Oath were 
cenſurable. Beſides, he well 
knows that theſe paſtors, 
* moving within the circle of 
their paſtoral charge,” declar- 
ed in their Encyclical letter 
dated Hammerſmith, Oct. 
21, 1789, that“ zone of the 
* faithful ought to take any 
5 new Oath, or fign any 
* neau declaration in doctrinal 
c matters,” c. and there- 

fore 


vii J 
It muſt be a ſatisfaction to every true child 
of the Church to be informed, that this learn- 


ed and deſervedly reſpeted clergyman has 
made a ſubmiſſive apology to his biſhop for 


the juſt ſubject of complaint which he had af- 
forded him by the tenor of the above- men- 
_ tioned publication, in which, amongſt other 


things, he alledges that his work has under- 
gone an eſſential alteration ſince it went out 


ol his hands into thoſe of his reviſors. 


It having pleaſed Divine Providence to 


deprive us of two out of our four biſhops at 


a time when we ſtood moſt in want of their 
paſtoral guidance and authority, their places, 
after a ſtormy interregnum, have canonically, 


and in perfect conformity with the rules eſta- 


bliſhed in ſuch caſes above a century ago 
when our diſtrias were firſt formed, been fill- 
ed with prelates of unimpeachable characters 


fore a fortiori not to per- and it has been a thouſand 


ſuade others to do ſo, te ait h- times boldly aſſerted, that 


932 out the previous approba- the Oath, as now altered, is 
% tion of their e bi= rictly conformable to the De- 


« Hop. claration; whereas the fact 


LY 


One remark more ſeems is, that one half of the ob- 


neceſſary for the ſake of jectionable paſſages in the 


well-meaning, but miſin- Oarh, as it ſtands at the pre- 
formed Catholics. Our au- ſent moment, never exiſted 
thor gives us to underſtand, in the Declaration at all. 
4 4 
and 


T1 

and of univerſally acknowledged virtue and 
talents, whoſe long-tried piety, orthodoxy, 
zeal and learning in their former ſtations, 
have recommended them as fit perſons to con- 
tinue that ſucceſſion of truly apoſtolical paſ- 
tors with which this iſland has been peculiarly 
bleſſed ever ſince the re-eſtabliſhment of the 
prelacy in it. . 

The author is not unacquainted with the 
epidemical phrenzy that prevails in this and 
other countries, for eſtabliſhing certain chi- 
merical rights of man in a buſineſs in which 
man has no right at all, but in which all things 
are to be condutted in conformity with the 
laws laid down by Jeſus Chriſt ; I mean the 
principle of veſting in the people at large the 
authority of appointing their own prelates. 
This, however, he conſiders as one effort of 
that ſpirit of anarchy which has already ſo 
much encreaſed the miſeries of mankind *, 


He 


* Since the delivery of the following diſcourſe a pam- 
phlet has been publiſhed and advertiſed, no doubt with 
the view of diſpoſing the legiſlature in our favor, inwhich 
the prevailing principles of eccleſiaſtical anarchy are de- 
veloped to an extent, that it is hoped will alarm and re- 
claim ſuch well meaning Catholics as have unwarily 
abetted them. This motley manufacture of ſchiſmatical 
falſchood and indecency is dated from Lincoln's Inn, and 

SS | bears 


— — 
Pf — —— 
- £ ; 
4 4 . RO 
* 
— Bo 


1 . | 3 U * ] 


— — — —————_——E— 
— — — u 
—_ 


E 1 He will not now repeat what he has ſaid in a 
5 former work on that ſubject, in relation to the 
| * antient diſeipline of the Church from the time 
N of the apoſtles themſelves, in relation to its 
| preſent. 


|SY bears a ſignature with which many perſons, not more 
27 reſpectable for their birth than for their orthodoxy and 
if | piety, are connected; which therefore, according to the 
| | rule laid down p. 85 for judging of ſentiments by con- 

FS ſanguinity, muſt be a forgery. The clergy, who in a 


| | | former work had been ſummoned: to make a ſchiſmaticab 

| | = election of a biſhop, in this are diſqualified from voting 

= as men who find their account in having bad and unen- 

[BY 5 lightened prelates. The lay people of London are now, 
MI | 


it ſeems, to be convened, in order to diſplace their preſent 
| | lawiul conſecrated prelate, and to place another gentle- 
| | man, even againſt his own inclinations, in the epiſcopal 
| | chair. The ſcattered Catholics of this miſſion are de- 
| | clared competent to abrogate the diſcipline of the Uni- 
| | verſal Church, though ſanctioned by General Councils, 
1 1 and to the ground-work of this diſcipline, not to the per- 
| verſity of wicked men, all herefies and ſchiſms for many 
ages backward are aſcribed. The Catholic biſhops of 
this kingdom, and of Chriſtendom in general, are brought 
in guilty of diſloyalty, cruelty and perjury ;. but as to the 
Chief Biſhop and the Holy See, no calumny appears too 
barefaced, no invective too groſs to effect the object, 
which all heretics and ſchiſmatics have had in view, of 
rendering them odious and contemptible in the eyes of 
the faithful. All this, however, is eaſily underſtood, and 
forms part of that plan which a few individuals have long 
had in contemplation for engaging Catholics: to throw 


off 


\ 


— — 


. 1 
preſent univerſal diſcipline as ſanctioned by 
General Councils, and in relation to our pe- 
culiar circumſtances which for various rea- 
ſons cannot poſſibly admit of a change: he 
cannot however ſuppreſs the ſatisfaction he 
feels at finding the opinion he there Jaid 
down concerning the conſequences to be ex- 
peed from popular elections of biſhops con- 
| firmed by the moſt profound and eloquent of 
modern writers, the firm friend of human na- 
ture in all its gradations from the galley to 


off the divine juriſdiction of the Supreme Paſtor, which is 
eſſential to their belonging to the one fold of Chriſt, But 
why the clergy of Douay College ſhould be ſo ſeverely 
ſatyrized as neglectful of miſſionary labours, or how a 
new edition of the Douay Bible can give offence, or for 
what reaſon a panegyric 1s pronounced on proſtitutes, at 
the expence of our Catholic Ladies, who are compared 
with the riotous and ſanguinary fiſh-women of Paris, 
does not at firſt ſight appear. ES 
The author had prepared a refutation of the arguments 
and ftatements contained in this ſcandalous production, 
when by a great number of letters received from various 
and reſpectable quarters he was diſſuaded from publiſhing, 
and made ſenſible that the end he had in view was already 
anſwered in the reception the pamphlet has met with 
from the Catholic public. Hence he is induced to leave 
ſuch paſſages in his late An/aver to a Layman's Letter, as are 
here either miſquoted or miſrepreſented, to ſpeak for 


themſelves on a ſecond peruſal, with the candid and in- 
telligent reader, 


ꝗa 2 5 the 


4 
the throne. The paſſage itſelf from this moſt 


celebrated publication of the age may be ſeen 
Delow. :. - N 


The Right Reverend William Gibſon, the 
firſt appointed of the two above-mentioned 


prelates, has for the laſt ten years been Preſi- 


dent of the Engliſh Secular College at Douay, 
a poſt which in importance and dignity is con- 
ſidered as next to the prelacy. In this con- 
ſpicuous ſtation he could not fail of becoming 
well known, not only to the prelates and 
and other eminent Catholics of the Britiſh 
iſlands, but alſo to many of the moſt eminent 
eccleſiaſtical characters abroad, particularly 
at Rome, from ſeveral of whom he received 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed marks of confidence 
and regard. It is not, therefore, ſurpriſing 
that the ſtrong though unſolicited recommen- 
dations, as we have ſince learned, that were 
ſent up from theſe ſeveral quarters to the Sa- 
cred Congregation in favor of this prelate, 
Joined to their own long experience of the 
proper qualifications in him above rehearſed, 
and the conſideration of his unavoidable con- 
nexions with the Northern diftrict, by his be- 
ing executor to his worthy deceaſed brother, 


ſhould cauſe him to be unanimouſly repre- 


ſented 


Fan --1 
ſented to the Chief Paſtor as a fit perſon to 


ſucceed to his important charge. 
No ſooner was his appointment known, and 


that he was deſirous of receiving the epiſco- 


pal character from the Dean of the Prelatic 
College, the venerable Biſhop of the Weſt, 
than a reſpectable gentleman in that diſtriQ, 
who, amongſt ſeven congregations which he 


ſupports in different diſtritts, has three in that 


of the North alone, teſtified his defire, for the 


mutual convenience of the prelates, and for 


the performance of that awful ceremony with 
the dignity which is due to it, that it might 
take place at his beautiful chapel at Lullworth, 
and that he might be permitted to charge him- 
ſelf with the trouble and expence attendant 


on it. Accordingly this elegant Grecian ftruc- 


ture, the beauty of which has juſt been heigth- 
ened by ſome new pictures brought from Ita- 
ly, &c. ſhone in all the ſplendor of the coſtly 


treaſury belonging to it. Its rich ſacerdotal 
habits received an addition from the princely 


ſacriſty of Wardour Caſtle, and the harmo- 


nious organ and choir were tuned to inſpire 
{uitable ſentiments of reverence and devotion. 
Beſides the two prelates, the conſecrator and 
the ele&, there were five other officiating 


clergymen in rich veſtments, and ſeven infe- 
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(lv. 
rior minifters in elerical ornaments, amongft 
whom were the four eldeſt ſons of the religi- 
ous patron. He himſelf, like another David 
before the ark, led the band of ſacred lingers, . 
chooſing, in the ſentiment of that holy king 
for himſelf and for his children, rather to be 


the leaſt in God's houſe, than to dwell in the ta- 


bernacles of ſinners. Plalm Ixxxiii. The other 
perſons of note, beſides the family of the 


Caſtle and the ſtated congregation, were the 


Right Honourable Lord Arundel], the Ho- 


nourable Mr. Clifford and Lady, Mr. Ray- 


mund Arundell, Major O'Brien and Lady, 
the right Reverend John Douglas, Biſhop 


Elect, who arrived too late to acquire the ne- 


ceffary hability for bearing a N in the auguſt 
ceremony, &c. * 
The awful examen, made with a dignity 


and piety perfectly according with the charac- 
ter of the venerable conſecrator, the humble 


proſtrations, the all-important impoſition of 


hands, the myſterious unctions, multiplied be- 
nedittions, joint reception of the adorable 


The conſecration of this worthy prelate has fince 
been performed, viz. on Sunday 19th of December, by 
the Right Rev. Biſhop Gibſon, at the ſame place, and with 
equal dignity and ſplendor, through the pious liberality of 
the above-mentioned reſpeRable gentleman. 


ſpecies, 


1 1 
ſpecies, the ſpeaking inveſtiture of epifcopal 
infignia, majeſtic inthronation and dignified 
ſolemn bleſſing; all this being accompanied 
with the moſt ſublime and moving prayers 
adapted to the occaſion, and combined with 
the liturgy of the tremendous ſacrifice per- 
formed in all its pomp, could not but conſti- 
tute a ſolemnity truly affecting and elevating, 
which produced the moſt ſenſible effects on 
the perſons preſent, no leſs than on the ele 
himfelf, —It was at the beginning of this ſtrik- 
ing ceremony that the following difcoutle was 
delivered. 


8 * _— — — 


The paſſage alluded to above, p. xii. from the cele- 
brated work entitled Reflections om the Rewolntions in France, 
&c. 5th ed. p. 220. 


Speaking of the fanatic principle in favor of popular 
elections to biſhoprics and parochial cures, Mr, Burke ſays, 


This in the preſent ſtate 
* of the world would be 
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* the laſt corruption of the ö 
„Church, and the utter | 
C6 


ruin of the clerical cha- 


6 racer.” 
Then 


L avi 7 


Then adverting to the abuſes by which church prefer." 


ments are liable to be obtained under the eſtabliſhed patro- 
nages that prevail at preſent, he goes on, 


« But the other mode of ec- 
“ cleſiaſtical canvaſs ſubjects 

„ them infinitely more ſure- 
« ly and more generally to 
« all the evil arts of low am- 
„ bition, which, operating on 
“and through greater num- 


pers, will produce miſchief 
in proportion.” 


AD I > 


A DISCOURSE, &. 


Tu es Petrus, &c. 

Thou art Peter, (that is to ſay a Rock) and up- 
on this Rock I will build my Church, and the 
gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. St. 
Mat. c. 16. ver. 18. 


ON the preſent awful occaſion, dear Chriſ- 


tians, on which we behold the Church of I 


Chriſt, even in the day of her greateſt. afflic- 
tion and depreſſion, providing for her mira- 
culous indefedtibility, by perpetuating the 
ſueceſſion of her Prelates through the never- 
failing miniſtry of her Supreme Paſtor in the 


chair of Peter, the text of ſcripture which I 


have repeated to you naturally preſents itſelf 
to our conſideration: a text which, like the 
Church itſelf to which it appertains, is too 
conſpicuous to be overlooked, too firm to be 
deſtroyed or ſhaken, 0 
B From 


1 

From this glorious promiſe which Jeſus 
Chriſt made to St, Peter, in return for the 
clear and explicit declaration of his divinity 
which the latter was inſpired by the heavenly 
Father to make, we may draw the following 
concluſions: That the infernal enemies of the 
Church, ſignified by the gates of hell, will ne- 
ver ceaſe to wage war againſt it: that, how- 
ever theſe enemies may prevail over indi- 
vidual members of the Church, they will never 
ſucceed ſo far as to compaſs the deſtruction of 
the Church itſelf; and that this its indefecti- 
bility is, under Divine Providence, owing to 
the form of government Chriſt has eſtabliſhed 
in it; in other words, to that regular and well 
diſciplined hierarchy, in which, while the 
faithful reſt ſecurely on the authority of their 
paſtors, the paſtors themſelves are preſerved 
in unity and othodoxy by being immovably 
fixed to one common center, which is the 
Rock of Peter ſpoken of in my text. At the 
preſent alarming criſis, the moſt threatening 
perhaps that has occurred in the long hiſtory 
of the Church, it muſt be a moſt intereſting 
ſcene to behold in what manner the divine 
prediction before us has hitherto been fulfill- 
ed in its ſeveral parts: we ſhall ſee that it is 
not matter of mere ſpeculation, but of the moſt 
ſerious 


1 

ſerious practical tendency, For firſt, whilſt, 
on one hand, we are taught to venerate the 
Church as the object of the Almighty's pecu- 
| liar care, and to truſt for its ſafety, in the moſt 
imminent dangers, to a protection that it has 
ſo often experienced ; we are taught, on the 
other hand, to tremble and to take precau- 
tions for our individual ſafety, leſt we, like ſo 
many millions of others, ſhould deſerve to be- 
come aliens from its bleſſings and its hopes. In 
the ſecond place, while we contemplate the ge- 
neral means by which the Almighty has preſer- 
ved the Church entire and incorrupt during ſo 
many ages, amidſt the ſport and malice of human 
paſſions, we learn what we have to truſt to for 
ſafety in our preſent peculiar dangers; I mean, 
we learn a due veneration for the ſacred hie- 
rarchy, to the perpetuity of which the preſent. 
auguſt ceremony 1s ſubordinate. 

But it 1s the Spirit of the Moſt High alone 
that can beſtow an efficacious bleſſing on this 
ceremony, and on theſe inſtructions which in 
the name of the Church I am now addreſſing to 
you, that both the former and the latter may 
anſwer their intended effects in your regard. 
Let us then invoke this divine Spirit to con- 
fer the deſired bleſſing through the interceſ- 
ſion of the moſt acceptable of his creatures, 
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the chief honor, the* moſt. powerful ſuccor, | 
and moſt perfect emblem of his holy Church, 
faying, in the words he himſelf has inſpired, 

Hail Mary, &c. 

It is not in the preſent paſſage of ſcripture 
alone that the immortality of Chriſt's ſpotleſs 
Spouſe, I mean his holy Church, is foretold. 
The whole economy of the word of God, 
if I may ſo ſpeak, turns upon this point, or is 


_ referable to it. The grand object which man- 


kind were taught to look forward to from the 
very creation, was the eſtabliſhment of a new 
and happier order of things, which, when it 
began was to have no end, in ſhort of the 
bleſſed and eternal kingdom of the Meſſiah. 


In the 88th Pſalm the Almighty is even intro- 


duced ſwearing by his own moſt ſacred being, 
that the ſpiritual ſeed of David ſhall remain for 
ever, and that his throne, the Church, fall 
continue unmoved like the ſun itſelf for ever in his 
fi ight. The accompliſhment of this often re- 
peated prophecy 1s a ſtanding miracle pro- 
claiming the truth of the Church, and ftill 
growing more palpable and conſpicuous by 
the lapſe of ages. During the eighteen cen- 


turies the Church has ſubſiſted empires have 


riſen and fallen, arts and ſciences have been 
forgotten and revived, the manners of man- 


kind 
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kind have undergone repeated revolutions, 


the whole face of the world has been often 
changed, while the Church of Chriſt, unlike 
any thing elſe here below, but in perfect con- 
formity with the predictions of ſcripture, has 
continued immovahle and unaltered, with 
the ſame code of belief, the fame form of 
government, and with an uninterrupted ſuc- 
ceſſion of paſtors, and in particular of her chief 
paſtors in the See of Peter, to whom the 
promiſes in my text were particularly ad- 
dreſſed. 

The firſt grand trial to which the Church 
was expoled conſiſted in thoſe ſevere perſecu- 
tions which, with a few intervals, it endured 
for near three centuries. In fat, who would 
not have thought that an inſtitution propa- 
gated by a few of the loweſt order of mankind, 
equaily deſtitute of art and of power, muſt 
have ſunk under the power of the greateſt 
empire that the world ever knew, directed 
with ſo much violence, and for ſo long a time 
againſt it? But ſo far from this being the 
caſe, the ſtone cut out of the mountain without 
hands, ſmote the huge metallic ſtatute and reduced 
it to duſt, and became itſelf a mountain filling the 
whole earth, as had been revealed to Daniel, 


g. ii. In ſhort, the blood of the Martyrs was, 
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in the hand of God, the ſeed of Chriſtianity, 
as an eye-witneſs relates, and the Church of 


Chriſt became every where triumphant. 


Io this exterior violence ſucceeded a more 
dangerous evil from the ſubtil poiſon which 
innumerable heretics, riſing like the locuſts 


in the Apocalypſe from the bottomleſs pit, 


endeavoured to infuſe into the Churches vi- 
tals. Each of theſe ſucceeding ſects of heretics, 
aided by the ſecular power, ſeemed for a time 


on the very point of compaſling the inſernal 


foes helliſh deſign; but theſe private opinions, 
like other errors of the human brain, after 
fluttering for a day, fell to the ground. God 


every where raiſed up holy paſtors and doc- 
tors eminent for their ſanctity, no leſs than for 


their learning, who acting in concert by preſ- 
ling cloſe round the common ſtandard of 


orthodoxy the creed of the Roman Church 


extolled by the Apoſtle, Rom. i. c. 8. proved 
an overmatch for theſe numerous hoſts of the 
Churches foes, with all their exterior ad- 
vantages. | | 

But lo! a new deluge appears, threat- 


ening at once to overwhelm the Church, 


Numberleſs hords of barbarians from the 
North and the Eaſt come pouring in upon the 
Chriſtian world, and ſeem bent, not ſo much 
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1 
on ſubduing it, as on ſweeping away its indi- 
viduals with all their civil and religious inſti- 
tutions, and with every monument that was 
capable of calling them to memory. The 
inundation indeed was general, its force was 
irreſiſtible; the Romans, the Gauls, and the 
other civilized nations were no more to be 
found, the arts fell, ſcience became nearly 
extinct, but the Church of Chriſt, by his 
omnipotent protection, roſe ſuperior to the 
common ruin; it even ſubdued theſe univerſal 
conquerors, and ſubjected them to the ſweet 
and civilizing yoke of the goſpel. 
Not to detain you with leſs intereſting 
events, near three centuries ago an ill-omened 
ſtar appeared in the Northern hemiſphere, and 
drew a third part of the heavenly hoſt along 
with it into the deep abyſs of hereſy. But 
that faith which the Northern nations, by 
their tepidity, deſerved to loſe, was transferred. 
to other nations that brought forth fruit in due 
| ſeaſon. New worlds were then diſcovered, 
and new reſources for the Church appeared; 
amongſt theſe I cannot but mention one, which 
is honored by the Church with that title in 
her ſolemn office, and which the chief paſtor 

declared to have been ſpecially raiſed up by 
God againſt the prevailing evils of the time, 
„ a religious 
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: a religious ſociety that was deſervedly honored ; 


with the ſacred name of ]esus, becauſe it 
was ever moſt active and ſucceſsful in 
making that ſaving name known to thoſe 
diſtant nations, and which on accqunt of the 
Gignal and extenſive ſervices it rendered to 


the Church, was always the firſt object of the 


calumnies and perſecutions of her enemies. It 
was at that time, my dear brethren, that this 
our country, once known as the iſland of ſaints, 
having gradually fallen from its primitive fer- 
vor, deſerved to be deprived of that light 
which had twice been communicated to it 
by the watchful care of the ſucceſſor of St. 
Peter. Still, however, a remnant was left, 
which by its zeal and piety made amends to 
the Church for the ſcandal occaſioned by the 


apoſtacy of their countrymen ; theſe were tra- 
| duced as deceivers yet were they true, 2 Cor. vi. 
they were racked, not accepting of deliverance that 


they might find a better reſurrection, they had 
trials of mockeries and ſtripes, moreover of bonds 


and of priſons, they were ſtoned, they were cut 


aſunder , whom the world was not worthy, 
Heb. xi. It is to their conſtancy and piety, 
to their labors and to their blood that we 


are indebted for being exempt from the gene- 
ral miſt of error, A miſt, through which the 


ſpotleſs 
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ſpotleſs ſpouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe children 


we glory in being called, appears to ſuch as 
are involved in it, in no other ſhape and co- 
lours than thoſe of the filthy harlot deſcribed 
in the book of Revelations. 


The preſent day, my dear brethren, pre- 


ſents us with the ſtill more alarming ſpectacle 


of nations that heretofore formed the ſtrength 


and glory of the Church ruſhing forward at 
once to the very brink of infidelity, while ma- 
ny others, who do not go theſe lengths, are 
infected with a ſpirit of religious anarchy, 
which renders them impatient of the neceſſary 


control of their paſtors, and inflames them in 


particular with a contempt and hatred of 
Chriſt's Vicar on earth, their common father, 
to whom they owe ſuch infinite obligations, as 
abſurd and unnatural as it is impious and fa- 
tal. Would to God this ſpirit were confined 
to the countries from which it took its riſe, 
and that our little flock, weakened as it is by 
frequent deſertions, and expoſed as it is to 
legal reſtraints, and to the more dangerous 
temptations of worldly example and worldly 
blandiſhments, were not infeted with the 
prevailing diſtemper. Would to God that 
the ſcandal even of the diſſentions occaſioned 


* this ſpirit of unſubmiſſion could be con- 
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cealed. But, alas! our calamities are now 
notorious to our enemies no leſs than our 


friends. Your venerable and experienced 
paſtor, in whoſe preſence and by whoſe autho- 


thority I now ſpeak, who never before, in the 
courſe of a long, a reſpetted and a beloved 
miniſtry, was obliged to have recourſe to ſuch 
a meaſure, has found it neceſſary to proclaim 
to you the exiſtence of this ſcandal, in order 
to guard you againſt it, and to call upon you 
for your ſupport, in order to enable him and 
his worthy colleagues to exert their juſt au- 
thority to put an end to it. Yes, dear Chriſ- 


tians, however irkſome the taſk 1s, there is a 


neceflity of announcing to you, that there has 
been of late years a great falling off amongſt 


many of our brethren from that piety which 


made the Catholics of this ifland the ſweet odor 
of Chriſt throughout the Church, There is a 
leaven of the irreligion and anarchy of the 
times fermenting amongſt us, and the ſtate of 
our affairs has almoſt come to a frightful cri- 
ſis. Unleſs the Almighty ſhould interfere in 
an unexpected manner, as he has already done 
more than once, or unleſs, by a more benign 
exertion of his mercy, he ſhould infuſe into 


| the hearts of Catholics a becoming ſpirit of 


union and docility, yet a very little time and 
EIN we 
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we are a divided people, no longer united in 
eccleſiaſtical government or communion. But 
remember, my dear brethren, that if we are 
ſplit into two ſocieties, but one of us can be- 
long to che one, holy, catholic and apoſtolic 
Church; and that will be the portion, which, in 
hearing the Churches paſtors, liſtens to Chriſt 
himſelf, that will be the portion, which is found 
adhering to apoſtolic Rock and the immova- 
ble chair'of Peter founded upon it. My heart 
bleeds with anguiſh when I conſider the ma- 
ny and dreadful evils that muſt be the conſe- 
quence of ſuch a fatal ſchiſm; but without a 
ſpirit of docility on the part of the flock the 
evil is inevitable. The paſtors cannot aban- 
don their truſt, becauſe they are to give an ac- 
count of our ſouls; they cannot permit infection 
to come near their folds; they muſt retain the 
model of ſound words, 2 Tim. i.; they muſt ba- 
niſſ the profane novelties of ſpeech, 1 Tim. vi. ; 
and i, any one is contentious, ſays the apoſtle, 
1 Cor. xi. we have no ſuch cuſtom, nor the church 
of God. It is the part of folly to ſhut our eyes 
againſt impending evils; wiſdom direas us to 
3 and prevent them. 
Vou have ſeen that the Church of wa is 
the ſubjett of his perpetual care; let this, as I | 
ſaid above, inſpire you with love and venera- 
tion for it, and with a confidence for its ſafety 
O 2 even 
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even in the preſent dreadful ſtorm ; but as you 
muſt be ſenſible that the promiſes of ſcripture | 
are not made to individuals, but to the Church 


at large, let this fill you with a ſalutary fear 


leſt you ſhould be abandoned to the effects of 
your own pride and ſelf-confidence, the rock 


on which millions of your brethren have here- 
tofore ſuffered the ſhipwreck of their faith. 


Be cautious how you tamper with the ſacred 


bonds of faith and diſcipline which unite you 
with the Univerſal Church, and with its viſi- 
ble head here on earth. Remember, that 
though the Church is neceſſary for you, you 
are not neceſſary for the Church. To nou- 
riſh this love and veneration for the Church, 


call to mind all the obligations you have, all 


the endearing bonds that unite you to this 
your ſacred and tender mother. It was ſhe 


that brought you forth at the baptiſmal font 


to Jeſus Chriſt, and to the inheritance of his 
rich graces and glories by a new and happier 
birth than that for which you are indebted to 
your carnal mother. It is ſhe that has eno- 
bled the meaneſt of you, who has not rejected 
her honors, far beyond the princes of the 
earth, and has entitled the pooreſt of you to 


lift up his eyes to the riches of heaven and to 


call them his own. It is ſhe that keeps open 
for 
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for you the inexhauſtible fund of Chriſt's 
paſſion and merits, which ſhe applies to the 
ſeveral diſeaſes and wants of your ſouls, and 
that, in particular, ſpreads before you that ſe- 
raphic banquet in which you are invited to 
unite yourſelves in the moſt tender and extatic 
intercourſe with the majeſty of heaven. It is 
this Church to which you have the happineſs of 
belonging that teaches you to ſanctify, and that 
renders {ſweet and meritorious the pains and 
labors of your ſhort life. It is ſhe that will 
ſtand by you, that will comfort and ſupport 
you in the diftreſs and agonies of death; nor 
will ſhe abandon you even beyond the grave, .Y 
but even there will extend her charitable and f 
efficacious ſuccor to your afflited ſouls. It = i 
is for this your holy Mother the Church that | - = 
the apoſtles have preached and labored, that k 
the holy fathers have written and taught, that 
the martyrs have ſhed torrents of blood, and 
that a million of ſaints have ſpent their ſub- 
ſtance and their lives. The Church, in ſhort, 
is the only object of the divine complacency 
bere below, the ſpouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, for 
whoſe ſake alone the world ſubſiſts. It is not 
that kings and princes may aggrandize them- 
ſelves here on earth; that ſtateſmen may raiſe 
temporary ſtruRures of politics, and from time 
to 


„ WW 2 
time new*model: the face of the earth; that a 
few philoſophers may indulge in uncertain ſpe- 
culations, and that ſome millions of our fel- 
low-creatures' may eat, drink and fleep like 


other animals, and leave children behind them 


to walk in the fame unimportant round; it is 
not for ſuch purpoſes as theſe that the Almigh- 
ty ſaſpends his juſtice, and permits himfelf to 
be inſulted by the ſins of the world; it is that 


the Church militant may anſwer her intended 


purpoſe in bringing forth as many as are pre- 
ordained to eternal life, in order to fill the va- 


cant ſeats at the banquet of eternal bliſs 1 in the 


Church triumphant: 

You cannot, my dear brethren, miſtake this 
Chureh, hich is of ſuch infinite conſequenee 
to you in this world and in the next; ſhe rs 
every. where to be found, becauſe ſhe is the 
Catholic or Univerſal Church; and; in fact, ſhe 


every where bears the name of Carnorte 
_ written upon her forehead; In quality, there- 


fore, of her true children, be jealous: of this 
glorious diſtinctive name, by which/ſhe and they 
have in all ages been known, Never acknow- 


ledge any other title, except this pure, un- 


mixed, unqualified name of Catholic; a name 
which all heretics and ſchiſmatics have in vain 
attempted | to raviſh from her, but which no 

(1 true 
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true Catholic bas been found willing to re- 
nounce, or defirous to debaſe by alloying 
it with any other. 

But above all, my fear brethren, remeber 
that the Church to which you belong is holy 


no leſs than it is Catholic, and that it is not leſs 
incumbent on you to exhibit as another beacon 
to your night wandering brethren the mark 
of ſanQtity than that of catholicity. Without 
charity in both its branches, without humility, 
patience, chaſtity, temperance, and other con- 
genial virtues, a faith ſtrong enough to moue 
mountains, and the ſtrifteſt union with the only 
true Catholic Church will avail you nothing: 
without the practice of theſe virtues, there is 
reaſon to fear that you may not even preſerve 
your faith; for experience ſhews that the 
underſtanding is, in general, the dupe of the 
paſſions, and that we become irreligious in 
proportion as we become fearful of the con- 
ſequences of believing; or rather, Almighty 
God withdraws from us the light of faith, whea 
we do not make uſe of it for the regulation of 
our morals. However, as the above men- 
| tioned virtues are to be obtained, nouriſhed 
and encreaſed by the practices of a devout 
life, particularly by prayer, the uſe of the 
ſacraments, liſtening to the word of God, flying 
the 
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the infection of bad example, and ſtimulatin i 
ourſelves by ſuch- as 1s good; hence, dear 
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9 Chriſtians, be aſſiduous in improving ſuch 
; advantages as heaven in its mercy has for this 
A ' Purpoſe put into your hands. Happily for you, 
| my brethren, you are particularly favored with 
Wo | every choiceſt advantage for attaining to true 
ll; piety that your circumſtances can poſſibly 
5 admit of, ſo that looking around you, you may 
exclaim with the Prophet, Pſalm cxlvii. He 
| hath not done thus to every people, nor hath he 
A made known his juſtices to them. You have 
i | enlightened and zealous paſtors to expound 
. * the word of God to you, and to lead you by 
i the ſafeſt ways to the ſummit of Chriſtian per- 
Wo feftion. You have the holy ſacraments laid 
4 open to your ſpiritual wants, and in conformity 
* with the intention of the Church, you are 
. invited often to draw life and health to your 
i ſouls from theſe heavenly ſources. It is given 


— 


to you frequently to aſſiſt at the all powerful 
and tremendous ſacrifice, which, with the 
other ſervices of the Church, being performed 
with due dignity and devotion to excite your 
fervor, cannot but be a moſt powerful aſſiſt- 
ance to you. Finally, inſtead of the con- 
tagion of worldly example, from which by 
your very fituation you are in a manner inſu- 
ED lat e d, 
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7 
lated; you have ſubjefts of edification before 
you, in thoſe whoſe example muſt be of the 
greateſt weight in your regard. When I 
contemplate all this, and much more that 
I now ſuppreſs, particularly with relation to 
the time in which we live, and to other cir- 
cumſtances, I cannot avoid exclaiming with 
the Prophet, Pſalm cxvii. This is the work of the 
Lord, and it is wonderful in our eyes. To him 


be the glory thereof; but as to the principal 


inſtruments in his hands of your enjoying all 
| theſe ineſtimable advantages, may their reward 


not be in'the empty voice of human applauſe, 


but in the benediction of Jacob; May God give 
to thee, faid his inſpired father, of the dew of hea- 
ven and of the richneſs of the earth: I mean by this, 
the dew of heavenly grace here, and a ſuper- 
abundance of the good things of the Lord 
in the land of the living hereafter. 


2. The preſervation of the Church, ſo much 


beyond the period of all human inſtitutions, is, 
as I obſerved to you before, a ſtanding mi- 


. racle, which is the more ſhining in proportion 


to the frequency and ſolemnity with which 
this event has been predifted. But we may 
obſerve that the Almighty, even in the per- 
formance of his miracles, generally accommo- 
dates himſelf to the ordinary courſe of things, 
3 D by 
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by making uſe of ſuch natural cauſes as have 
a kind of tendency to produce the event 
in queſtion, however inadequate they would 
be for this purpoſe without his ſpecial agency. 
Thus, in the miraculovs preſervation of his 
Church, he has given it that form which was 
beſt calculated for ſtability and incorruption; 
and, like the wiſe-man mentioned in the 
goſpel, Matt. vii. has founded it upon a rock, 
againſt which the winds and waves ſpend their 
force in vain. He has built in exad ſymetry 
and proportion the beautiful pyramid of his 
hierarchy, gradually riſing to a point: I mean, 
he has eſtabliſhed that due ſubordination of 
the component parts of his Church, from the 
= - loweſt to the higheſt, which is neceſſary for 
il | the exiſtence of every ſociety whatever; and 
a to his heavenly hoſt thus marſhalled and diſ- 
_  ciplined, he has ſuperadded a celeſtial force 
that renders it invincible againſt all the my- 
riads of inſernal foes which the gates of hell 
have never ceaſed, and will never ceaſe to 
pour out againſt it. Chriſt has not left the 
interpretation and execution of his laws, which 
has been found impraQticable in every ſyſtem 
of legiſlation; to the caprice and ſelf-love 
of individuals, but has provided a living ſpeak» 
ing authority, which he commands us to have 
. : recourſe 


PW 
recourſe to in cafe of neceſſity, and to hear 
under pain of being conſidered as heathens and 
publicans. In ſhort, he has appointed paſtors 
duly authorized, to dirett us in all that re- 
lates to the buſineſs of ſalvation, commanding 
us to hear them as we would hear himſelf, and 
aſſuring us that any contempt of them re- 
dounds on him who has given them their com- 
miſhons. Luke x. Theſe paſtors themſelves are 
amenable to the Shepherd in chief, whom the 
Maſter of the {lock has commanded not only 
| to feed his lambs, but alſo to feed his ſheep, 
John xxi. whom the lambs in other reſpetis 
are bound to follow. It is this their attrattion 
to one common center which is the principle 
of their mutual adheſion. It is by their being 
founded on the rock of Peter, that they par- 
take of that ſecurity againſt the force and 
arts of hell promiſed in my text. From what 
has been already ſaid, you will conclude that 
it is neither for you nor me, nor for the moſt 

learned doctor of the Church, to decide for 
himſelf in controverted points of religion, the 
queſtion each one is to aſk is, what does the 


Church teach? This queſtion is to be reſolved 


to him in the firſt inſtance by his paſtor, and 
his teſtimony of the dodtrine and tradition 
of the Church is unqueſtionably a rule to him 
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in the firſt inſtance, from which it is not lawful 
for him to depart, but by an appeal to a bigher 


authority; and that muſt be to a ſpeaking 


authority, not to a dead letter, in caſe he is 
in his conſcience perſuaded, that his imme- 
diate paſtors hold a different language from 
that of the Church, and its living organ in the 
chair of Peter. Without entering into any con- 


teſted queſtions concerning the prerogatives 


of the tribunal juſt mentioned, all true Ca- 
tholics agree that without a formal oppoſition 
on the part of the Church, an inſtance of 
which has never yet occurred, the doQrinal 
deciſions of the ſucceſſor of St. Peter properly 
nHfied to the Church at large, are a certain 
proof of its tradition, and therefore are an 


unerring rule of our faith; all agree, with the 
modern Father. of the Gallican Church at 


their head, that in every poſſible diviſion of 
the Church, that part which is in commu- 


nion with the See of Peter, is the inheritor 


of the promiſes of Chriſt, Theſe concluſions 
evidently flow from the very eſſence of the 
Churches infallibility, which, without them | 
in the preſent ſtate of things, would anſwer no 
effectual purpoſe, but would be a mere ſound- 
ing title; in ſhort, we ſhould be as much at 


2. loſs concerning many acknowledged here- 
hes 
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ſies in the two laſt centuries, and concerning 
ſuch future herefies we have reaſon to fear, will 


from time to time ariſe, as if no fuch infalli- 


bility had ever been eſtabliſhed. Nor i is the 
doctrine above Rated that of modern divines 


alone. The writings of the ancient fathers all 


| teem with the ſame. I wight detain you 
whole hours were I to repeat the expreſs and 
invincible texts that occur to this effet; 
but let the great light of the Weſtern Church, 
the illuſtrious prelate and doQor St. Ambroſe, 


ſpeak for the reſt, whoſe words are theſe, 


« He agrees with the Catholic biſhops, who 
“agrees with the Church of Rome.” . Orat. 
de Obit Satyr. 

I have intimated that it 1s not als to 
the Church to require, but that every kind of 
civil ſociety requires a due ſubordination of its 
component parts, and the exiſtence of an effici- 
ent, living, ſpeaking authority in order to ex- 
plain and enforce its laus. No kind of legiſlature 


bas yet been found in which the interpreta- 


tion and the execution of the laws could be 
entruſted to unauthorized individuals. Under 
no kind of ſocial contract is it lawful or rea- 
ſonable to ſay, the proper judges have decided 
wrong, I am wiſer than they, and under that 


reien to take the law into our own hands, 
| inſtead 
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inſtead of appealing to a higher tribunal where 
ſuch a tribunal exiſts. To convince ourſelves 
of the neceſſity of ſubordination and ſubmiſſion 
for the happineſs of individuals, and for the 
peace and even the exiſtence of ſociety, you 
need but caſt your eyes acroſs that narrow 
channel before you: in the ruins of that once 
mighty and religious empire, in the accumu- 
lated diſtreſs of all ranks of people there, ex- 
cept a few ſeditious individuals, you will ſee 
the diſmal effects both of civil and ecclefiaſti- 
cal anarchy. 

Already, my dear brethren, you anticipate 
the application of theſe practical refleQions 
to the particular perilous circumſtances to 
which you are at preſent expoſed ; you are al- 
ready convinced by what general means God 
will preſerve thoſe whom he has pre-ordained 
to perpetuate his holy Church in this nation, 
ſhould things come to thoſe fatal extremities 
they now threaten. It is by liſtening to the 
direction of our paſtors, and in particular to 
thoſe of the Maſter Shepherd, who has the 
care of the whole flock, that we ſhall be pre- 
ſerved from the infernal wolves. We ſhall 
not be at a loſs to comprehend their inſtruc- 
tions, becauſe in fact they have already ſpo- 
ken and forewarned us; and the deciſions of 


Our 
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our on upright and enlightened paſtors have 
been ecchoed back in accents of applauſe from 
every quarter of the church to which they 
have reached, and particularly from the chair 
of unity and orthodoxy. To ſay that neither 
your paſtors at home nor thoſe abroad are ca- 
pable of underſtanding a formula, the very 
nature of which is, that it ſhould be level 
with the meaneſt underſtandings, beſides be- 
ing an inſufferable inſult, is an heretical de- | 
vice, under which Janſeniſm endeavours to | 
hide her deformity at preſent ; but which the 
Church of God has exploded in prattice each 
time ſhe has condemned a heterodox, or ſanc- = 
tioned an orthodox propoſition. To ſay that ” 
your paſtors are averle to your tendering a 
mere profeſſion of the allegiance you owe 
your temporal ſovereign, is to belie their doc- 
trine, their practice, and their ſolemn oaths. 
No, dear Chriſtians, there is not an atom of diſ- 
loyalty in the oppoſition your paſtors make to 
that confuſed, undigeſted formula, from which 
as much miſchief has proceeded, or may be 
expected to proceed, as from thoſe other lay 
doQrinals the Henotichon of Zeno, or the Ec- 
theſis of Heraclius. There is no real oppofi- 
tion between what is required of you, even at 
the preſent time, by God on one hand and by 
Oy 1 Ceſar 


LES 
Ez/ar on the other. I ſpeak in the preferice 
of feveral noble and reſpectable perſonagès, 
who are living proofs that it 1s poſſible at this 
very time to give perfect ſatisfaction both to 
the Church and to the State. 1 ſpeak within 
walls equally known to, equally reſpected, and 
that have been equally honored by Pius VI. 
and by George III. On this ſpot I can pro- 
claim the ſpiritual prerogatives of the Succeſ- 
for of St. Peter, without exciting the jealoufy/ 
of the Britiſh Sovereign; and I can equally 
inculcate the allegiance due to the Monarch 
of Britain, without any apprehenſion of cen- 
fure, nay, with an abſolute confidence of ap- 
88 from the Head of anden As bis 


ligion or diy, fo his Majeſty 3 is con- 
vinced that it is not a harbor for ſedition or 
difloyalty. If this be fo, and if our duty to 
the Church and to the State be ſo perfectly 
conſiſtent with each other, what, in the name 

of heaven and earth! are we contending about? 
Why are brethren with threatening . looks 
and brandiſhed arms drawn up in battle array 
againſt each other? O that my humble voice; 
which however is in perfect uniſon with thofe 
of the venerable prelates now before me, could 
at this moment reach the ears of every well 

8 meaning 
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meaning Catholic throughout the kingdom, 
and under that title I comprehend infinitely 
the greater part of our brethren who are at 
preſent engaged in an unnatural and fatal con- 
teſt with their paſtors: Fellow Catholics! I 
would exclaim, children of the ſame tender 
mother ! our fellow gueſts at the banquet of 
heavenly ſweetneſs and love! our fellow ſol- 
diers in the trial of perſecution and diſgrace 
for the name of Chriſt ! ſhall we from hence- 
forward become aliens to each other? fhall 


we give new cauſe of affliction to our com- 


mon mother in the day of her greateſt ſorrow, 
and a freſh ſubject of triumph to our com- 
mon foes? Will you break that bond in which 


the eſſence and hopes of our catholicity con- 


fiſts? and all for your attachment to a form 
of ſpeech, for the ſake of a few grammatical 

phraſes, hen, as you aſſure us, we have all 
the ſame belief? God knows we are ready 
to make infinitely greater ſacrifices for you, 
that we may retain you in the bonds of Chriſ- 
tian charity and Catholic union. There is 
no ſacrifice we will heſitate to make for this 
purpoſe, except that of our conſciences, for 
the rights of which you ſo ſtrongly plead, 
There is no duty whatſoever, which either you 
or our temporal ſuperiors have hitherto point- 
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ed out as forming part of our civil allegiance, 
which we will not, as we have already done, 
again bind ourſelves down to, provided our 
_ paſtors are permitted to fulfil their duty in 
taking. care that we do not thereby trench 
on the inalienable rights of God and his N 
Church. O my God! do thou in thy mercy 
avert the dreadful evils with which thy poor 
little flock is threatened. V we have left thy 
law, and have not walked in thy juſtices, remem- 
ber thy gracious promiſe made to the Church, 
to vifit our iniguities in thy rod, and our ſins in | 
thy ſtripes, but not to remove thy mercy from us. 
Pſa. Ixxxviii. Ves, puniſh us, if neceſſary, in 
our temporal means; but, O! remove not our 
candleſlick; cut not off any part of us from 
the comforts and bleſſings we enjoy in thy 
holy Church. 2 
My brethren, I am ſenſible I have taken up 
too much of that time which ought to have 
been devoted to the awful ceremony that is 
Juſt going to take place; I leave therefore to 
your own obſervation whatever there is of edi- 
fication and conſolation, whatever there 1s that 
calls for your fervent thankſgiving to Almigh- 
ty God, in the charatter of the worthy prelates 
at the altar. With one of them you have 
been long acquainted ; he is the paſtor whoſe 
bf To voice 
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voice you have been accuſtomed to hear and 
| obey. With regard to the other, I ſhall bare- 
ly obſerve, that he comes to you with the 
apoſtolic recommendation of not having taken 
upon himſelf, or ſolicited a charge, which in- 
| deed to a thinking Chriſtian is now leſs than 
ever an object of ambition. No one, ſays St. 
Paul, Heb. v. taketh to himſelf the honour, but 
ne that is called of God, like to Aaron. He 
comes, however, to you from that quarter 
where his qualifications for the important mi- 
niſtry are well known; from that quarter 
which has long ſupplied you with a ſucceſſion 
of ſaintlike paſtors, worthy the ſeats of the 
Auguſtines and the Paulinuſes, who thence 
brought the light of faith to your infidel an- 
ceſtors, and which has juſt now ſent you ano- 
ther equally beloved and reſpeQedprelate, who 
is deſtined by heaven to confer the greateſt 
bleſſings on the cauſe of religion in this coun- 
try. In ſhort, he comes to you from the Uni- 
verſal Paſtor, whoſe ſpiritual authority is con- 
fined within no other limits than thoſe of the 
Catholic Church itſelf; but to whoſe imme- 
diate and ſpecial juriſdiction it is neceſſary 
you ſhould be ſubje&, from the loſs of the 
regular miniſtry amongſt you, and from your 
having no other than what he, jn his univer- 
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fal ſolicitude an bounty has provided you 
with, as well from other eireumſtances- 
In concluſion, let us aceompany the edify- 
ing ceremony that is Juſt going to take place 
with our fervent prayers that the Spirit of God 
would deign to confer his bleſſing upon it, not 


only for the ſake of the ele himſelf, but alſo 


for the Churches ſake, and for our own ſake; 
remembering chat the true paſtoral ſpirit is not 


more neceſſary for the ptelates themſelves, than 


it is for the benefit of their flocks; inaſmuch 
as every pontiſſ taken out from among men ts b 
pointed for men. Heb. v. Hence, as flothfut 
and worldly paſtors are the ſevereſt of God's 

judgments on the ſins of the people, ſo ſuch as 
are pious, zealous, learned and orthodox, are 
the choiceſt of his bleſſings; the great means 


of our ſandtification here, and of our eternal 


nenen, hereafter. 
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